Dear Members and Friends,

I’m writing to tell you about an exciting event that UFCW 648 is participating in called Light The Night Walk. We're forming a team for the walk and we hope you'll join us.  The walk benefits The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society (LLS) and is San Francisco’s night to pay tribute and bring hope to thousands of people battling blood cancers and to commemorate loved ones lost. We all know someone who has been affected by cancer. This year, we will walk in honor of our many members who have been affected by these terrible diseases. We will be carrying banners at the walk and if you would like to have the names of your family listed please contact us at the local. 

The walk will take place on Thursday, October 21 in Union Square in San Francisco. It all begins with live music, food, festivities, and the fun kickoff at 5pm. The walk starts at 7:30pm. It’s an easy pace walk that is less than two miles and takes abut forty minutes to complete. Walkers carry illuminated balloons: red for supporters, white for survivors, and gold for those walking in memory of a loved one. Even if you can’t join us to walk on October 21, I hope you will support our effort to raise $6,480 to support such a worthy cause! 

HERE’S HOW YOU CAN HELP:

* Buy a paper balloon card. We are starting a Light The Night Wall of Fame in the UFCW office. Simply visit your union office and make a donation of $1 or more, and a paper balloon card with your name on it will go up on our wall. Just think- if every member bought 1 balloon, we would raise approximately $4,000 toward our goal and it’s a way we can all make a difference. If you wish to make a larger donation please visit our website http://pages.lightthenight.org/sf/SanFran10/UFCWLocalNo648. A confirmation will automatically be sent to you so that you will have it for tax purposes.

If you would like to walk on the team, sign up today at http://pages.lightthenight.org/sf/SanFran10/UFCWLocalNo648. Just click the red JOIN button at the bottom of the page and fill out your information (LLS does NOT share your information). We’d like to see UFCW Local 648 represented at the walk loudly and proudly, so please join us for a night of fun and help us carry our banners! By registering, you get your own personal webpage to use for fundraising. No one is required to fundraise to walk, but everyone who raises $100 or more gets the illuminate balloon, a t-shirt, and dinner on the night of the walk. All patients and survivors will receive these items regardless of whether they fundraise.

We have many members whose lives have been affected by blood cancers. We want to support The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society’s mission to cure blood cancer and to improve the lives of patients and their families. Not only has LLS funded research which helped make breakthroughs like chemotherapy, stem cell transplants, radiation, and miracle drugs like Gleevec like possible, they are also helping patients and families through the difficult journey of cancer. LLS offers a $150 per year stipend to any blood cancer patient – regardless of their financial circumstances – to help pay for the simple things that come up during treatment like parking and prescription co pays. They also offer great patient support opportunities, like the First Connection program that connects a newly diagnosed patient with someone from a similar background who has already been through the same diagnosis. These are just a few of the ways LLS is meeting patients’ and families’ needs head on. 

In the past, your union has supported others in fundraising for LLS. This is the year that we take a leadership role, in not only raising money for a such a worthy cause, but bringing attention to finding a cure to blood cancer.

I hope you will join us in supporting this great organization!

In Unity,

Michael Sharpe

